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| Fertilization In poliination, agrain of pollen lands on the sticky
tip of a pistil. Soon a thin tube grows from the pollen grain. The
pollen tube grows down the pistil to the ovary. Inside the ovary are
ovules. Each ovule holds many eggs. When the pollen tube reaches
an ovule, a sperm cell joins with an egg. The joining of an egg and
sperm cellis called

ion

After fertilization, the flower begins to change. Seeds and fruits
begin to form. The petals dry up and fall of .
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Flowers

Parts of a Flower Flowers such as the lily below are beautiful.
But plants do not have flowers to look pretty. Plants have flowers.
to make seeds and fruits. To understand how, you need to learn the
parts of a flower.

The first thing you notice about most flowers is their petals. The
color and shape of the petals attract insects and other animals to

the flower.
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Now lock at the center of the flower. Can you see the pistil and
stamens? The pistil is the female part of the flower. The base of
the pistilis called the ovary. Inside the ovary are many ovules that
contain eggs.

The stamens are the male parts of the flower. Notice how the tips
of the stamens are orange. They are orange because they make an
orange powder called pollen. P
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Pollination Deep inside many flowers is a sweet nectar. Bees
and many other insects visit flowers to drink this nectar. As an
insect looks for nectar, its body brushes by the stamens. Grains
of pollen stick to its body. When the insect visits another flower,
some of this pollen s left on the pistil of the second flower. The
movement of pollen from a stamen to a pistil is called

Insects are not the only animals that pollinate flowers. Some
Flowers are pollinated by birds, or even bats. Most grasses and trees
are pollinated by the wind. Wind blows the pollen from one flower to
the pistil of another flower.





